SHIRLEY PARISH COUNCIL
shirley-pc.gov.uk

DRAFT Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11 May 2026 in the Community Space at St Michael’s Church, Church Lane, Shirley, Ashbourne DE6 3AS.

Present: Cllrs A Staley (chair), I Crabtree, A Taylor and S Walker 
Also in attendance: Locum Parish Clerk P Leppard and 2 members of the public

26/21  To elect a Chair for 2026/27 It was resolved that Cllr Staley be the Council’s Chair for the 
 forthcoming year. Cllr Staley signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

26/22  To elect a Vice-chair for 2026/27 It was resolved that Cllr Walker be the Council’s Vice-chair for the
 forthcoming year.

26/23  To receive apologies for absence Apologies had been received from County Cllr Steve Bull and
 District Cllr Sue Bull.

26/24  Declarations of Members’ Interests	Cllr Walker declared an interest as a member of Shirley Sports 
& Social Association. Cllr Taylor declared an interest as a member of Shirley Parochial Church Council.

26/25  Resignation of Councillor The Chair noted with regret the resignation of Cllr Leeney and thanked
 him for all his work for the Council.

           26/26  To appoint a Locum Clerk It was resolved to appoint Peter Leppard until further notice.

           26/27  Public speaking A member of the public commented on the content of the draft DDDC Local Plan.

           26/28  To approve previous minutes It was resolved to approve the minutes of 30 March meeting as a 
 correct record.

           26/29  To appoint any representatives to outside bodies for 2026/27 Nil  

           26/30  To review Council policies It was resolved to re-endorse the Council’s Standing Orders, Financial 
 Regulations, Code of Conduct and Asset Register, and also (after 2 minor changes) the Risk Register.

           26/31  To review insurance arrangements for 2026/27 It was resolved that the proposed arrangements
 from Zurich Insurance were satisfactory. 

           26/32  Finance and Accounts for payment It was resolved to:
a. receive and note the Internal Auditor’s report for FY2025/26.
b. approve the Council’s Governance Statement for FY2025/26.
c. approve the Council’s Accounting Statement for FY2025/26. 
d. authorise a Certificate of Exemption from a limited assurance review for FY2025/26.
e. appoint J S Marriott & Co as the Council’s internal auditor for FY2026/27.
f. authorise the following accounts for payment (totalling £3,583.87):
· Zurich Insurance – annual policy			£   327.00
· PKF Littlejohn – additional external audit charge	£     96.00
· J S Marriott & Co – internal audit fee 			£   125.00
· DALC – annual subscription				£   122.11 
· Peter Leppard Ltd - locum fees			£   373.76 
· Shirley Village Community Space – hire charges	£1,540.00
· Shirley Sports & Social Association – grant		£1,000.00

          26/33  Planning It was resolved to:
a. make no objection to application 26/00370/FUL (Shirley Hse, Park La).
b. report to DDDC a new building near the A52 which appears not to have Planning consent.  Action: Clerk  
c. note the current stage of development of DDDC’s draft Local Plan.

          26/34  Defects in Parish infrastructure It was noted that potholes continue to be reported to DCC. It was 
  resolved to report to County Cllr Bull several road drains which need attention. 		   Action: Clerk

          26/35  Surgery to cherry tree, Mill La It was resolved to accept a quotation from Tom Richards Tree Services in
the sum of £450 + VAT. 								    Action: Clerk

          26/36  To agree the date of next meeting This was resolved to be on Monday 14 September at 7.30pm.

        26/37  Exclusion of press and public It was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the
		following agenda item, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in accordance with the
		Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1.

          26/38  Staffing A confidential employee matter was discussed and next steps agreed. 		    Action: Clerk

The meeting finished at 8.35pm.

