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Chairman’s Signature .............................................................................   Date......................... 

Minutes for the meeting held on Monday 10th November 2025 in the Community Space at St 
Michael’s Church, Church Lane, Shirley, Ashbourne DE6 3AS. 

 
 

Councillors 
present: 

 
Tony Taylor 
 
 

Ian Crabtree  
Sue Walker 
Bill Leeney 
 

Apologies: Sian Bacon, 
Angela Staley (Chair) 
Cllr Sue Bull 

Others: Debbie Leeney 
(note taker) 
 

 Matthew Evans 
(D.A.L.C)  
 

1Parishioner  
JM 

   

PART 1 – NON CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
  Report / Action 

Required 

25/1 The CCTV notice was read out by the Chair 
 

Noted 

25/2  Apologies: Sian Bacon and Angela Delaney Approved 
 

25/3 Declaration of members Interest in Agenda Item 25/16: Cllr Walker declared an interest in the 
SS&SA    Cllr Taylor declared an interest in PCC 
 
 

Noted 

25/4 Public Speaking  
 
JM – member of the village community. Expressed his concerns regarding the state of the 
drains around the village particularly Mill Lane where a stone wall was now covered with soil 
and grass thus causing Mill Lane to narrow and for surface water to bypass the drains that 
were hidden under the soil.  
Cllr B Leeney as Deputy Chair, explained that we were expecting Councillor Steve Bull to attend 
the meeting later this evening and these issues would be raised at Agenda Item 14 
JM continued to talk about the issue of 2 trees on Marsh Hollow Lane being a concern. These 
trees have started to lean dangerously over the telephone pole and cables.  A local resident has 
already had a line snap and repaired by BT. But they are not willing to access the area without 
the permission of the landowner, who is a Housing Association in Birmingham. Refer to Item 14 
for action required 
 

 
 
Cllr Staley 
 
 

25/5 There were no items on the agenda to exclude members of the press and public in order to 
discuss the following item under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act 1960). 
 

 

25/6 The Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th September were read and approved. 
 

Approved Cllr 
Walker and 
Cllr Crabtree 

25/7 Matters Arising from the previous meeting – all matters are listed agenda items.  
 
 

25/8 Burial Ground:  Cllr Leeney reported that he had had great difficulty in acquiring the required 
number of quotes. He was able to organise 2 site meetings. 
One builder named several reasons he was reluctant to quote for the work - Poor Access, 
difficulty in communication working with the Church and Parsons, inability to use heavy 
equipment. 
Mr J Crooks delivered a quote of 78,195 plus vat. 
Matthew Evans suggested approaching DDC Community Infrastructure and he talked about CIL 
and Section 106. He also talked about the Derbyshire Environment Trust and asked if there 
was a Commonwealth war grave. Cllr T Taylor confirmed that there was one such war grave. 
 
Cllr B Leeney asked Matthew to put these suggestions in an email so that the Parish Council 
could investigate this further.  
 
It was also suggested that the PCC be approached to see if they could help. 
Matthew also recommended that the Parish Council contact their insurers about this issue as 
the Parish Council have a duty to inform interested parties. 
Cllr I Crabtree suggested we continue to employ the college that are currently working on the 
wall and try to investigate the feasibility of removing the dangerous parts of the wall. 
Other suggestions were to create a working party from village residents, if possible, once there 
was a way forward. 
Cllr B Leeney to continue to pursue a resolution to this situation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Leeney 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Chairman’s Signature .............................................................................   Date ......................................... 
 

2

 

25/9 Derbyshire Dales Local Plan review 
Cllr B Leeney reported he had not seen any relevant information. He proposed that this item be 
removed as an agenda item. Cllr S Walker seconded the proposal 
 

Approved Cllr 
Leeney and 
Cllr Walker 

25/10 Local Government Reorganisation: No decision made at County level apparently only 1% of the 
county replied to the survey. Since there have been reorganisation in leadership within the 
councils it has been difficult to stay abreast of the changes. The current proposal should be 
considered by Parliament in May/June with a vote being made in July. Any suggestions made 
by reform do not comply with the governments criteria. 
 
 
Cllr Steve Bull joined the meeting 8.15pm 
 
 

 
 
 
 

25/11 Parish Council Email addresses 
All councillors have their own council email address, and all are usable. 
 

 
 
 

   

25/12 Finance and Audit 
 New expenditure to approve: - 
 PCC Shirley – 2 Invoices for Community Space hire 2025  
 Garden Services – £200 
 

Approved 
Cllr Crabtree 
and Cllr 
Walker 
 
 

    25/13 Neighbourhood Watch Update – nothing to report D. Leeney Co-ordinator 
 

 

     
25/14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25/15          

Parish Clerk’s Ongoing Matters 
Drains and Hedges The issues raised by JM in Public Speaking were addressed. 
Cllr Steve Bull requested that photos of the offending drains be emailed to him as soon as 
possible.   
Cllr Taylor complained about the height of some of the hedges around the village, saying if 
they are too tall, they stop the ice melting in winter causing a hazard. Cllr Crabtree said he 
didn’t know of any legal limitations attached to the height of hedges. It was suggested that Cllr 
Taylor write to the owners of the hedges regarding his concerns. 
 
Regarding the dangerous trees Cllr S Bull suggested that the Parish Council contact Cllr Sue 
Bull as the area in question was known as Platform Housing and that there was a particular 
office in Matlock that an appointment would have to be made. 
 
Potholes – Cllr Crabtree is still concerned about the water running down Derby Lane and Cllr 
Taylor raised concerns about the water that continues to flow at the end of Park Lane/Hall 
Lane. 

 
 
 
Cllr Leeney 
 
Cllr Taylor 
 
 
Cllr Leeney 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Crabtree 
to report 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

25/16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25/17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Applications 
 

New:  
 Derbyshire Dales – None 
 Derbyshire County Council – None 

Existing: 
 Derbyshire Dales – None 
 Derbyshire County Council – None 

 
 
 
SS&SA – Mrs D Leeney reported that: 
The Sports field continued to be used by Ashbourne Aztecs on a regular basis and that there 
had been more inquiries regarding hiring the pitch. 
She also provided a survey she had conducted which assessed the views of residents of the 
village. Their observations were very positive and highlighted what an asset the sports field 
was to the village and the wider community. It is utilised in a variety of ways dependant on the 
age and abilities of its users. A copy of her findings is attached. 
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25/18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25/19      
 
 
 

The proposal discussed at the previous PC meeting regarding the precept was approved by Cllr 
Staley 
 
 
 
 
 
Churchyard Maintenance: 

 Mowing – The gardener had sent a letter to the Cllr Staley. He requested that his 
invoices be paid within the 7 days as stipulated. He also wanted the Parish Council to 
note that he had increased his costs to £250 per visit. 
After discussion it was agreed that those concerned would do their utmost to pay as 
required and accepted the rise in costs. It was noted that there could be times when an 
immediate response might not be possible, but this would be rare. It was suggested 
that Cllr Staley explain this discussion to the Mr Hughes. 

 Sycamore tree – still needs pollarding as suggested in the inspection report made 
earlier in the year. 
Cllr Crabtree to acquire three quotes as soon as possible. 
 
Cllr Leeney requested a 15-minute extension to the meeting – all present 
agreed 
 
 

Precept/Budget for 2026/27 
 Cllr Leeney presented the Precept/budget sheet to the members of the Parish Council 
 Cllr Leeney asked members to accept the addition of Shirley Sports and Social 

Association to the precept at a cost of £750 (approximately £5.00 per household). After 
discussion this was agreed. Cllr Staley had also approved and signed the proposal. 
Cllr S Walker and Cllr Leeney to revise the budget considering the increased gardening 
costs (see item 25/18 above) 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Staley 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Crabtree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved 
Cllr Staley and 
Cllr Taylor 

25/13 Correspondence – 
 Letter from Mr Hughes Garden Services (Agenda item 25/18) 
 Letter from Matthew Evans Derbyshire Association of Local Councils (DALC) explaining 

the need for Shirley PC to acquire a locum Clerk whilst S Bacon is off sick.  
 
 
 

 
Cllr Staley 

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS –  
 
 

 Extraordinary Meeting – 24th November 2025 for submission of Finances paperwork. 
Certificate of Exemption. Meeting needs to have an agenda and a quorum.  Cllr Leeney agreed 
to organise. Matthew Evans agreed to attend. 

 Future meetings 12th January 2026, 9th March 2026, 11th May 2026 
 
All meetings held at 7.30pm in the Community Space at St Michael’s Church, Church Lane, Shirley, Ashbourne 
DE6 3AS.   - MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 
 


